
By Christina Ochoa
HERITAGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Hi, I’m Milo! I’m a
muskrat. You may take one
look at me and say, “Hey,
look at that funny lookin’
beaver!” Well, I’m not a
beaver ... or a rat. I’m a
muskrat, so don’t mistake
me for one of those other
ones! 

Anyway, here’s a story
about my musky, ratty life.

So many animals get their
names for specific reasons.
For example: the cheetah.
All they do is cheat, cheat,
cheat! That’s a heads up ...
don’t play with them.

You’re probably wonder-
ing how I got my name.
You’re not gonna believe it!
The humans say I have a
musky smell, and that I re-
semble a rat! No way. I’d
rather be a beaver. And I do
not stink!

All my neighbor muskrats
say that the humans were
right, and that I have a
musky smell. Well, the same
goes to them and their little
litters. You know, I found out
the female muskrats have up
to five litters a year! Not me,

though. For one, I’m a boy,
and two, I’m a loner. Well,
except for Maya. She’s my
friend next door. And she
doesn’t think I smell musky.

Now, you may think I com-

plain too much, but have you
ever lived in a marsh? No?
That’s what I thought. Every
day I expect to smell fresh
air. But no. It’s just the same
old musky air, every day.

Anyway, I’m’ma go now.
Maya and I are going to
watch our favorite show:
“Rat Tails.” Bye!

‘Til next time,
Milo

THE MOKELUMNE CURRENT SATURDAY, MAY 12, 2018 3

AMAZING PLANTS AND ANIMALS

By Molly Thurlow
REESE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

In the Mokelumne River
watershed, there are many
different kinds of agricul-
ture such as tomatoes, wal-
nuts, cherries, asparagus
and grapes. All of these
crops can be found in Lodi
and many other places in
our watershed. You can
learn about some of these
crops at the San Joaquin
County Historical Museum.

One reason that a lot of
crops are planted near Lo-
di is because it had great
soil — the richest soil in
the world! The local area
also makes a lot of money,
and has a billion-dollar in-
dustry. We feed a lot of the
world.

Tomatoes are a very
popular crop in Lodi. We
grow about 47 different va-
rieties of tomatoes. Toma-
toes are in American his-
tory as well; they date
back to the 1500s. South
America grew them but
did not eat them, because
they thought that tomatoes
were poisonous. They
picked them because they
were pretty.

When the Pilgrims came
over to Plymouth Rock
they brought tomatoes.
The third president,
Thomas Jefferson, planted
tomatoes in his garden
when he was president.
There are over 3,000 differ-
ent varieties of tomatoes.

Finally, since tomatoes
are a fruit and ripen when
picked, most tomatoes you
buy in the store are picked
green.

Another big crop in the
Mokelumne watershed is
walnuts. It provides 99 per-
cent of the world’s wal-
nuts. Walnuts are also a
good food that you could
just have sitting around,
because they do not spoil.
You can do many things
with them, such as grind
them up or make walnut
oil and walnut milk.

In Lodi, the black wal-
nut roots are stronger, but
the English walnuts are
tastier. To fix this problem,
they use black walnut
roots, and an English wal-
nut top.

Cherries are another
crop found along the
Mokelumne. When the
English came to America
in 1607, they brought cher-
ries, and cherries came to
San Joaquin County in the

1800s. There are about
1,000 different varieties of
cherries, and you have to
pick them by hand.

When sorting the cher-
ries into different vari-
eties, you use a cherry siz-
er. You usually pick cher-
ries around March or
April, and they are usually
the last fruit to bloom. Af-
ter they are picked and
sized, they are put into
chlorine water until they
are packaged and shipped
to wherever they are being
a sold.

In addition to these oth-
er crops there is aspara-
gus. It is a wild plant and
came to America over
2,000 years ago. One prince
somewhere loved aspara-
gus so much that he fed it
to his soldiers.

After the Gold Rush
many people stayed in Cal-
ifornia to grow and pick
asparagus. There are
many different varieties,
shapes and colors. One as-
paragus plant can last
about 15 years.

Since you have to hand-
pick asparagus, it is very
time consuming and if the
place you cut it is wrong
you have to throw it out.
This task is very hard la-
bor.

Finally, grapes are a
huge part of the
Mokelumne watershed, es-
pecially in Lodi. Lodi
grape growers grow many
different varieties of
grape. There are 18 differ-
ent varieties grown in Lo-
di. Grapes came to Lodi in
the 1890s, when they were
transporting watermelon
and they decided that
grapes were a better fit.

To grow grapes you
must trellis or arbor the
grapes so that they grow
upward. When you do this,
it also makes it less likely
for the grape plant to get
diseased.

There are many differ-
ent types of agriculture in
the Mokelumne watershed
and these are just some of
the many crops grown. I
found it interesting that
we provide so many differ-
ent varieties of different
crops for all over the
world. I also found out
that we have a lot of dif-
ferent varieties of agricul-
ture. I always knew about
the grapes, but not the
other varieties of other
fruits and vegetables in
our watershed.

By Nathaly Yepez
HERITAGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Why isn’t much aspara-
gus grown in San Joaquin
County anymore? 

Many people like as-
paragus, and in the past
quite a bit of asparagus
was grown in San Joaquin
County. Asparagus needs
a warm climate to grow,
so this is the perfect area.
What happened? 

It became too hard to
grow and harvest aspara-
gus in this area. It can
take two to three years for
asparagus to be ready to
harvest. If it is not picked
within five to seven days,
the fully grown spears can
go bad.

Asparagus can also
have problems with bugs
like cutworms, beetles
and slugs.

Also, workers must
make several trips
through a field to get all of
the spears when they’re
ready. There is no machin-
ery in the asparagus in-
dustry to help the workers
do their jobs more quickly.
The asparagus industry

has not had any innova-
tions to make it easier and
cheaper to pick.

Because of these issues,
most of the asparagus we
eat now is grown in other
countries.

Here are some addition-
al facts about asparagus:

• Asparagus takes 12 to
14 weeks to grow out of a
seed. But once that hap-
pens, the bed will produce
an abundant crop of
spends spring after spring
for the spears spring after
spring for at least the next
20 to 30 years.

• Asparagus has to be
planted in the early
spring.

• Asparagus has a large
root system.

• Asparagus has stems
that can reach 39 to 59
inches high. Spears can
grow several inches per
day over a period of 6 to 7
weeks.

• Harvest of the fully
grown spears takes place
each day or every four to
five days depending on the
temperatures. Higher tem-
peratures accelerate
growth of the asparagus.

By Armando Nunez
HERITAGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

At first glance, they don’t look any-
thing like a threat ... until you see their
mouths! Lampreys have circular
mouths with 11 to 12 rows of teeth.
They also have circular and visible
gills on both sides of their head.

This parasite has a unique way to get
food. First, they need a fish — any fish.
Next, they use their suction cup-like
mouths and stick on the fish. Finally,
the lamprey eats away parts of the
fish. Unfortunately for the fish, it usu-

ally dies from too much blood loss.
One time, lampreys killed a celebrity,

King Henry I of England. He ate too
much of the rich lamprey meat at a
banquet and actually died.

While lampreys may be mischievous,
people shouldn’t kill them. People
should just stand their ground or not
get near them. (And not eat lots and
lots of them!) Instead, we should build
them a preserve to keep them safe in
this world that we live in.

Enough with the mushy stuff. Now it
is time for some more lamprey facts.

First off, the word “lampetra,” a

Latin word, means “stone licker.” The
“stone” refers to scales, but the “lick”
is actually a bite.

After lampreys spawn, they die
shortly. Speaking of spawning, lam-
preys have actually spawned 100,000
lamprey eggs!

Lampreys can be 5 to 40 inches long.
Their scientific name is “Petromyzon
marinus.”

Lampreys are awesome little para-
sites, with a unique way to get their
grub. Lampreys aren’t harmful to hu-
mans and should be respected like any
other animal.

Tomatoes,
cherries and
grapes, oh my: 
How agriculture fits in the
Mokelumne River watershed

Creative Corner: Milo’s musky, ratty life

Where has all the
asparagus gone?

By Preston Plath
REESE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Owls in the Mokelumne River water-
shed are affected by the people that ex-
plore it because they can often be killed
by people who litter, pollute (dump oils
etc.), and leave their cigarette butts on
the ground. These can affect the birds
because they can pick them up, eat them,
or feed them to their young.

Many people don’t realize that this

does the same thing to the water in the
river. If people do this it will eventually
get into the water. This can happen be-
cause when you dump down sewer
drains they just dump the stuff out in
canals. Then the canals fill up with wa-
ter and the water travels to the river/wa-
tershed, then the water is slowly waiting
to get to the river as it is traveling.

What can happen to owls is that they
end up dying. Then they decompose to
different oils such as petroleum, one of

the most common.
If you have ever seen what a dead owl

looks like you probably thought, “Ew,
don’t touch that,” but what people don’t
realize is that by saving an animal, they
can help save our water system, one ani-
mal at a time.

People do Coastal Cleanup and Earth
Day activities to save water systems and
other sources of water that can impact
everything and all the things in the
world.

Lampreys aren’t scary until they open their mouths

FIZZA BATOOL/HERITAGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL YULIANA CORTES/HERITAGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

How trash harms owls in the Mokelumne River watershed

By Joey Dockery
REESE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Mokelumne River has
many recreational uses. One
of these is boating. People use
boats to ski, kayak and fish.
Some people use the
Mokelumne for hiking. Other
people also just like to float
down the river.

Even though it is a highly
used place for recreational us-
es, it also serves a great home
to wildlife. The wild life there
are deer, ducks, fish and other
small animals. These animals
depend on the Mokelumne
River to survive and have wa-
ter and food to live.

I interviewed three people
about their use of the
Mokelumne and how it affects
wildlife. The first one was
Kara Latteri of Lodi. I asked
her if she uses the
Mokelumne River for recre-
ation.

Her response was that she
does paddleboarding, kayak-
ing, fishing, swimming and
more. She and her family usu-
ally go when it’s warm about
two or three times a week, but
in the winter about two times
a month.

“I love the river, it’s such an
awesome natural place right
in our backyard,” Kara said.
“I don’t think non-motorized
vessels and good citizens neg-
atively affect the wildlife, but
irresponsible people ruin it
for it others. I have seen peo-
ple littering which hurts the
ecosystem.”

Another person I inter-
viewed was Julio Magana.

“Yes, some people don’t
have any respect for the river,
but for the most part most
people are respectful,” he
said.

The last person I asked was
Chuck Kroeger. He thought
that there should be a speed
limit for JetSkis.

“Yes, I think that recre-
ational uses do affect the river
and wildlife,” he said. “For ex-
ample, I think that JetSkis
erode the concrete wall in Lo-
di Lake.”

In conclusion, I’m not the
only one who thinks that the
Mokelumne River and Lodi
Lake is a fun place to be with
your family, but just make
sure you pick up after your-
self and don’t do dangerous
things that can hurt you or
the wildlife.

How lake recreation can affect wildlife on the Mokelumne River

PHOTOS BY JOEY DOCKERY/REESE ELEMENTARY 

Above: Kara Letteri paddleboards with a friend. Below left:
Julio Magana goes cycling. Below right: Chuck Kroeger fishes
at Lodi Lake.
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